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K 2 of Boaks og 3 
A well as the ill natur d 2 of @ 
Cavilling Age, might male One, not 


ih of the fen e, thinks. That he, who, F 4 


crowds 4 Book into the . orld, muſt either MT 
F bis Re 
with; or, ret ain: 4 Mind not much affected wit 
what is ſaid of him, or his Performance, - T 
Former, 4 am. far 7 from- pretending to; The |_ 
Latter, tho neceſſary in the Condutt of piggy | 
Life, 5s an Attainment. I would rat her 
after, than boaſt of. II am, TEM 44 | 
Why the following Pages, containing the Subs 
fance of what You Lately heard from... 
Pulpit, with ſome neceſſary Alterations, * 
Enlargements, ſhould venture beyond 7 — 
of ſons neglected Corner of my Stud) : Toy, 
Sir, muſt bear Vour Part. in Anſwering fen 


a be 5 white I Jubjoyy, that Your Friends —_—_- 


* 
LET”. 
f 5 
E 
o 
4 i2 
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Ty | - 
4 * 
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. fore, Death was to 
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"The EPISTLE Dedicatory. 


conſiderable a Matter, as 
can reach. 

THE subject, bow much ſeever it may 
be eclips'd by the Manner of it Handling, 


' bam 1 an Uncommon Excellency and 


Uſefulneſs : For what more deſirable than 


Reſt ! And what + "Reſt like hats which 16 % 


be found in. GOD! . 
THE Occaſion, indeed, is Melancholy : 


Muay I often impreſs the Thoughts of Mortality 


en my ſelf and others; but, were it the Wilof 
GOD, have very few ſuchMotives to excite em. 


| Providence, that here in ſpeaks to all; in com- 


mom with Tour Self,” firſt requires Your Atten- 
non, who not only hear; but feel its Stroak. 
GOD bas, within a few Weeks paſt, not made 
| # fingle Breach pen Tou, bur eden emptied 
Vu Family; eee, removing an Only Daugh- 
ter, whoſe Life had been Exemplary, and 
Aer 4 with ferions Godlineſs: And, thare- 
= her ns Vnwelcome Meſſen- 
oo Her; 'tho* it was to You. | 
"i AN D then, that Tour Wound might bleed 
«freſh, 2 muſt part wit ha Frue Yoke-fellow, 
- who had been Partner with Tou, not only in the 


Comforts, but in the Burthens of Life, from Tour 


| + Youth. From Thoſe Calm and Eaſy Temper, 
mii batt Peace and Happineſs at Home, aſter 


the Fatigues of Buſineſs Abroad. And ſuffer me 
to ſay, that to Her prudent Management. of 
= in Tour Family, You owe no ſmall Pars 


f 


a. e eg es than ſo ine). 


ranting. 4 * ä 


* 


Rs. 2 
I x 


© The BPISTLE Dedicatory, - | 


of what Providence has bleſs di Yon with... Her 
Converſation afforded” You ard Others, an 
Example of Great Sincerity, and Cloſe Walking 
with GOD. Her Love to Publick Ordinan- 
ces was very great. Her Diſcourſe was fre- 
quently tinctur d with Divine Subjects, and 
much to pany  moamy Her Bowels: of. Com- 
paſſion, and large Contributions to thoſe. in 


Diſtreſs, made Her deſir d in Life, and Her 


Death much lamented. n 
BUT Alas! when we call to mind the Ex- 


| celling Qualities of our deceaſed Friends, think- 
ing thereby to ſooth our Paſſions, they inſenſibly 


* 


N 


gain Ground upow us, when we conſider, that to 
us, they are no more. Nevertheleſs, we are 
not to ſorrow, as thoſe that are without 
Hope, for them that ſleep in JES US; They 


_ are ſafely landed in their Deſired Haven, while 


we are toſſed, as with a Tempeſt, in an Un- 
quiet World. Our Great Buſineſs is, to be 
Followers 6f them, who thro? Faith and 


Patience inherit the Promiſes. *Twou'd mr 


be worth while, to tell the World, what: our 
Friends departed, once were; their Memory 


5 een rather be conceal'd with them in the 


rave, if it were not deſion'd to be Iuſtruc- 
tive and Comforting to ; as tit ſaid of 


Abel, that he being dead, yet ſpeakerhz— 


Heb. 10. 4. | 
THIS Conſideration may entitle me to the 

Favourable Thoughts of thoſe, who, to expreſs 

their juit Indignation againit Flattery, will 


admit 


by 
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The BPISTLE bear: 


v nothing to be ſpokes in cu. 
* 966 Dead. 
WHAT I have ſaid concerning. Tony: De: 


. Wife, is offer d as a Tribute of Praiſe to 


chat GOD, by whoſe Grace, we are, what 

we are- To that 8 1 N Tou. 
- May Tou have 4 Large Share of thoſe Bleſſings 
that accompany Salvation; that what on, = 
"laſt in the Creature, wy be . * in *. 
r 5s FAY 1 in A. 5 


9 


N 7 k oy * L b . % 
- A : u wo * 
' * \ ' 1 s 3 = 


14 p * "4-46 
> 7 
1 d os) 1 5 a ” ; $ 
e eee 
f + F + n * 1 , 
— y 
- 


, y = j P 
* W y 4 : . * „ @& « a 2-73 " 10 \ * # 
9 — 
I » \ 
8 4 8 | | , *. 
* : * ” "FT 3 
* 
! - * „ ! " 


S 11911 5 1 0 w 7 + 
r Uuible Sean; 


— . 7 DEGI 


' We 


Funeral IS ' fon 5 
OR. "THE 


DEATH | 


| Mrs. Elizabeth Bandes. 
—— 
: PSA LM exvi. 7. 

Return anto thy Reſts. O My Soul , 


for the Lord hath a5 bounrifl 
with thee. Bos 


FE we take a vw of the many j Dif: 3 
treſſes, which Man is expos'd to in 
. this World, we may well ſay, that 

we ſojourn in Meſech, and dwell in a © 


Land, Now, the great Enquiry, 
which we, therefore, on ra make, is; 


g Wiheve * We find Re FP What is "the 
Way . 


— 


* 


- a kt 


"Je A <P Sermon. - /_ _ + 
Way. of Peace ? _ Ayd d where may our 


Comfort. and .S4- 
| ET; Thich cannct be found in the 


Creature? To this, we have an Anſwer, 


in the. Words we have now read; in 
which, the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks to his own 
Sonl, that had been under great Troubles, 


as he ſays in the third Verſe, The Sor= 


roms of Death” compaſſed me about, and the 
Pains of Hell gat Hold upon me; 1 found 


_ . Trouble and row: But now, e. | 
uno thy Reſt, O my Soul. Thou 


3 N whilſt every Thing admini- 
ce ſters Trouble to thee, Go to thy Reſting 
place, for the Lord hath deg ion: 0 
eit h thee; Thou may'ſt, 
_ © perience which thou haſt had, of _ 
Divine Goodrieſs;” comfortably c 


«clude, that as He has been thy Hope, 10 | 


4 he will be thy Reſt in the Day of Evil. 

THESE Words are very uſeful for- 
the Meditation of thoſe, who have met 
with great Diſtreſſes in the World, and 
there is nothing more comfortable to 
any one, when he's in 3 of 


Launching forth into Eternity, than to be 


able to ſay, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul; 


| therefore, they can't be unſutable to the 


? 2 Occaſion, in which we are to ſpeaæ 
omething to thoſe, who have loſt a near 

- Relation. And the Method, in which, I 

5 le * mall be to ſhew, + 


[. WHAT 


2 


art 


rom the Ex- 


\ 


A: Funeral Sermon. 3 


. WHAT i ſupp 44 in this Crain WF". 
the Pſalmiſt to 2 Son}, to return to its 
eee 5 

H. WHAT is that Reſt, to which it Wo” 08 

to return. ö 

III. THE Ground and Reaſon, mhy be ex- 
pects this Reſt; The Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with" e. 


And then conclude with fomething by 
way of Application. 


4 WHAT is ſupp 0d in the Words; when 
he ſays, Return unto thy Ref ; It implies, 
that he had before met with very little 
Reſt; that all Things had made againſt 
him; that his Soul was diſquieted within 
him. "This, indeed, may be the Caſe of Be- 

lievers themſelves, as it was David's, yea, 
tis in ſome meaſure, the Condition of all 
Mankind ; We are weary'd in the Greatneſs 
of our Way » whillt ſeeking after Happineſs 
and Reſt? but ſhall not find it in this 
World, without a Mixture of Uneaſi- 
neſs. ' We are, under this Head, to conſi- 
der the State of Man in this Life, as void 
of Reſt, and undiſturbed Peace, which we, 2 
| ſhall do in Two Particulars. 2 
; Firſt, od np" of GOD in i 
| World, afford Matter of great Une neſs te | 
2 more or leſs. 28 225 1 
Secondly, SOME * very uneaſy ood: 
a 2 an 


7 k 


- 4 e e 
an Over whelming Senſe of the Wrath of GOD, | 
and. the Hidings of His Face. 
Firſt, THE Providences of GOD cauſe 
5 Matter of Uneafmeſs all Men. We meet 
with many Changes, by which, the Al- 
mighty ſhews His Sovereignty over us; 
=> that we owe all we have to His meer 
_ = Pleaſure : Sometimes He ſends a ſud- 
| - den Blaſt on all our Hopes and Comforts, 
ſo far as they are deriv'd from the nether 
Springs. The Sun that ym forth in its 
Brightneſs in the Morning, may be co- 
ver d with Clouds before the Evening: 
That Happineſs, which we fancy our ſelves 
poſſeſs d of, may ſoon leave us in Diſtreſs 
and Miſery. And, indeed, this is not 
only poſſible, but unavoidable to Man; 
wh IS, as Joh 9 bg pc Chap. 2 7. Born to 
Trouble, as the Sp Tis not 
meerly the Reſolt 0 Dae * Efforts 
of Providence; or like the Arrow, that flies 
_ upward, ſo long as the Force that gave 
it Motion continues: But Troubles are 
born with us; we carry our Chains about 
us, the Marks of our fall'n State, thro? 
ev ry Stage of Life, till we come to our 
Journey: $ End, and reſt together in the 
oſt. Death lies in wait for us, and which 


Way ſoever we turn, tis ready to meet 
us. To ſpeak of the Afflictions, which 
are inſeparable from us in this preſent 

| dur would be to give a large Hiſtory 8 
the 


Funeral Sermon. © 
the Life of Man, and would repreſent him 
to us in his beſt State, as «ltogether Faniry. 
BI ia ſpeaking concerning the Prpvi- 
dences of GOD, as affording Matter of 
Uneaſineſs, we ſhall conſider them, either 
more largely, as they reſpect the World, and 
the Church in it: Or, in a more limited 
Senſe, as they concern Particular Perſons, 
or Families. al pdt: 12 
1. THE Providences of GOD in the 
World, or Church, are oftentimes very diſ- 
quieting, Ihe Providences of GOD in 
the Wordd are ſo: There are therein ma- 
ny Confuſions and Deſolations, great Di- 
ſtreſs of Nations, GOD's Hand ſeems to 
be lifted up, He proclaims War againſt 
all the World. Jer. 25. 29, to 32. fays 
He, I will call for 4 Sword upon all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth. The LORD ſhall 
give 4 Shout; as Conquerors do, when 
their Enemies fall before them. He has 
a Controverſy againſt them, He will \plead._ 
with all Fleſh, He will fend forth Evil from 
Nation to Nation. What Ruin is here pre- 


o 


par'd, not for a City, or Nation, but for 5 


the whole World! This World is the Stage 
of Rebellion againſt GOD ; Men therein- 
are guilty of the vileſt Ingratitude and 
bold Preſümption, as tho* it were a diffi- 

cult thing for Him, to cruſh them into 
nothing; or {fink them as low as Hell. 
Now. if the Judgments of GOD- are ſent 
Mt abroad, 


4 4 
abroad, throughout the Earth; if the whole 
Creation groans, under the Weight of Mi- 


ſery, that is laid upon it, we cannot bur 
conclude this to be a: _ in which 


1 = There 1 is no Truè Reſt. 


Re 1 


AD then the Church of GOD in the 
World, has a large Share of Trouble; the 

| United Force and Rage of Hell and Earth 
is directed againſt it. Tis a burthenſom 
Stone, 4 Rock of Offence to its Enemies; 
Perſecuted on every. ſids: Sometimes, Iſrael 
fit, by the Rivers ef Babylon, and weeps at 
the Remembrance of Zion. Their Strength 
being deliver d into Captivity, aud their Glory 
into the Enemies hand. Pſalm 98. 61. With 
how bitter, and mournful Complaints, 
do's the 1 vent its Cars in 1 
mentation. 1. 4, 12. s of Llon 
"co py 47% "HF none come to 5 rune 
Fats; ber Gates are deſolate, her Priefts 
Ah, ler Virgins are afflicted; and ſhe is in 
5 Bitterneſs. is it nothing to you, all ye that 
paſs by ? behold and ſee, if there be any Sorrow 
like unto Sorrow. Chap. . 2, 1, 13. How 
hath the LORD. cover'd the Daughter of 
Zion, with a Cloud in his Anger | &c. 
| Her Breach is great, like the Sea, who can 
heal it ? Chap. 3. 18. --- My S and 
my Hope i periſhed from the LON, The 
Whole Book, indeed, is but one continued 
doleful Sigh of the Church, under the 
Lune ol GOD' s Afflicting Hand. e 

1 


A Funeral Sers. 
the Pſalmiſt ſaw the Judgments of GD, 
tho at a Diſtance, making towards His 
People; with what Terror and Amaze- 
ment was he ſtruck ! Pſalm 119. 120. A 
Fleſh trembleth for Fear of thee; and I am 
afraid of thy Judgment s. This is ſomething 
more than what is common; when GOD 
ariſes out of His Place, and gives forth 
the Word; as in Joel 2. 1. Blom ye the 
Trumpet in Zion; aud ſound an Alarm 
; in my Holy Mountain: let all the Inhabi- 
tanti of the Land tremble; &c. Sometimes 
He ſeems reſolved, to remove his Candleſtickł 
out of its Place, becauſe the Means of Grace 
are not duely improv'd ; or, if He conti- 
nues His Ordinances, to take away His 
ſpecial Preſence: And, O! how many 
Judgments will follow upon this ! If Pro- 
feſſors are indifferent in Matters of Reli- 
gion; if they are carnal, and walk lite rhe 
Men of this World ;* may not GOD give _ 
them up to 4 Spirit of Slumber ? Our own | 
Iniquities bring thoſe Evils upon us, which 
all the Force and Violence of our Enemies 
cannot do: They ſeparate between us and ot 
GOD. + Judgment, ſometimes, begins ar the 
Houſe of GOD: and if the Foundations be de- 
ſtroy d, what can the righteous" do ? as the | 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſalm 11. 3. If GOD . 
ſeems to be angry with them; how af- 
flictive and diſtreſſing will this be! If He 
fend 4 Famine of the Werd, or Ig | 
„ = om 


- , l p ＋ 7 
1 is a 
- 


+ 3 4 Pi Fear 8 * 
from His Houſe ; all. Things will be out of 


Order in their Souls, 1 — needs 
occaſion great Uneaſineſs. 


2. THE Dealings of 2 Pays | 
| * Perſons, or Families, — oc- 
cCaſion great Unea ſineſs. When the judg- 


ments of SOD come neareſt to us they 


| Ks 


Pſalm 42. 7. Deep calleth unto Deep, &c. all 


are moſt affecting; when His Voice, like 
the Sound of the Trumpet on Mount Sinai, 
waxes. louder. and lomder; and the mighty 
Thunder of His Indignation hangs over 
our Heads, and [threatens us with imme 
diate Ruin; what Dread and Confuſion 
do's this bring with it! When He — 
out Particular Perſons for Slaughter, as 

the Monument of His Fury, and they are 
forced to cry out: Againſt me is His 
4 Hand turned; He hath ſet me as a Mark, 
% againſt whom all His Arrows are dis 
© rected.” O! the Variety, and almoſt 
= ons} They Weight: of Perſonal Aiflice 
They are, ſometimes, lixe the Meſ- 
, that brought Job the ſad Tydir 
ain d Circumſtances in the Worl 


of 


niſh'd his melancholy Relation; another 


1 
who came ſo faſt, that before One had fi- 


ſurprizes him, with an Account of what 


yet more afflictive. David compares 
| his Troubles to the Waves of the Sea 


thy Waves, and thy Billows are gone over me. 
ne GOD follows us with Diſappoints 
e 2 wens, 


7 N 


5 * A 5 | * 


ments, bs us af & our boſt Kijopnintita, 
ſnatches away our deareſt Friends, that 


have been the Delight of a Hes in hart, 


when he writes bitter Things againſt us, 
and cauſes us to paſſeſa the Gyut of our 
Iniqnities; this will make us very reſtieſs: 


Pane be rrady to ſuy; What will the 


of theſe: Things be ? We may fear, 
that GOD will 2 His armed 
and, till He has forc'd us inte Rye 
lating Perdition ; This, ſometimes, miaites 


thro! the Prevalency: of Temp or 
the Weakneſs of their Faith, — 
neſs of their 
with Danbts and Fears, to 


conclude, rhat 
a becauſe Nis Hand is 


GOD hates the 
lifted u again them M That 
fondly deceiv'd, and "impor upon them- 


ſelves. while they thought they were in 


CHRIST ; and fo they conclude them- 


ſelves to be the moſt deluded,” and be- 
guiled Wretches in the World; aud _ 
- fot the future, their Eyes ſhall never ſes good 
They deny what they have experichc'd, 
and their Souls refuſe to be comforted : 
torment themſelves with ſuppoſed, as well 
po. real Evils; ſo that they are, ſometimes, 


them queſtion; whether tb Root — | 
rer be found in them 1 Some ar either 


Spirits, being preſſed dowh ? 


rought almoſt to the very Brink of Diſ- 
pair, diſtruſting and leſſening the Kind- 


neſs of GOD; and, at — time, mage, 
* 


— ; 


ae th nes: elo 28 tho? 
y had in them the very Qninteſſt enc 

— Bitterneſs of Death itſelf; 5 or, ey ry 
Twig of the Rod of GOD, was the Sting 
of a Scorpion. They determine, alſo, a- 
gainſt themſelves, that it Mall never be 


Stherwiſe 3 that the Night of Darkneſs, 
In which they are, fnall never ſee a Motn- 


| Ang; and, that theiClonds' ſhall never be 


\_ "thoſe Afflictixe Dealings with us, He 


diſpers d. Theſe are the Workings of the 
uneaſy Spirit of Man, under Afflictive Pro- 
vidences. We are not, indeed, to ſuppofe 
this Frame, and Diſpoſition of Mind war- 
rantable, le, cho it be in GODꝰs People them- 
ſolves, there is much Unbelief in 1185 but, 
chereby it appears, that when we are un 
der the Alling Hand of GOD, we may 
ebe, and oftentimes are; very reſtleſs in 
uf owtr Souls. 4% forte! 
SGaecondiy, MAN. us. very uneaſy, hen un- 
cler a Senſe * the Wrath of GOD. When He 
diſtributeth Terrors unto us by meaſurei In 
the former Inſtance,” GOD tries us by His 
Providential Dealings; in this Hei-breaks 
, ast with a Tempeſt. The Soul looks, as 
it were, into the bottomleſs Pit, expect- 
ing ev'ry Moment to be caſt into it. Sin, 
indeed, is the Occaſion of both; but a 
Senſe of the Wrath of GOD pierces deep- 
er, wounds more ſenſchly, than all the 
common Afflictions of Life can do. In 


* 
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Thing, to fall into the Hands of the Livi 
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deſigns to humble us; but, in this He 
ſhews us, what it is, to have to do with 
an Abſolute 60D; or, at leaſt; appre- 


605. This is not only the Condition of 
GOD's Enemies, but ſometimes of His own 
Children. Thus Heman reckons himſelf, 
Pſalm 88. 5. Free among the dead, like the 
ſlain, that lye in the Grave; whom GOD re- 
membreth no more. Ver. 15, & 16. ſays he, 
------While I ſuffer thy Terrors, I am diſtrac- 
ted. Thy fierce Wrath goeth over me, &c. 
He is Mag or-miſſabib, a Terror to himſelf, 
and to all about him. Hear what David 
ſays, Pſalm 38. 2, 3. 'Thine Arrows ſtick faſt 
in me, and thy Hand preſſeth me ſore. E 
is no Soundneſs in my Fleſh," becauſe of thine 
Anger; neither is there any Reſt in my Bones, 
becauſe of my Sin. And Aſaph Tpeaks in the 
Language of thoſe, Who have no Hope, 
tho? he confeſſes it to be his Iuſirmity, or, 
an Inſtance of the Weakneſs of his Faith, 
when he ſays, Pſalm 77. , &c. Will the 
LORD caſt o for 'wwer. and will He be ſa- 
vourable no mare? I His Mercy clean gone 
for ever ? doth His Promiſe ſuil for evermore ? 
Hath GOD» forgatten ta he gracious 2 hath 
He, in Anger, ſinit up His: tender Mercies? 
And holy Job had ſuch a» dreadful View 
of the Wrath of GOD, that he ſeem'd to 

ſpeak very 9 concerning Him. 
SS 2 | 


Chap. 


1 


4 4 


An 


Chip: 16. 9 He teareth mt in bis Wrath, whe 


Fo Lo 
z vine 
. i. e. eh No * 


3 of Fire. 1 ſuppoſe with 

of the beſt E that theſe 
Words ate to be refer'd to GOD, (and 
ſo the Senſe is connected with the fore⸗ 
going Verſes) and not to his Enemies a» 
mong Men, whom he ſpeaks of, in the 
Plural Number; in the following Verſes» 


| d, indeed, Elibn tells him, Chap. 33. 
8 & 10. that he the % F.wning that 
GOD evunted him 3 We — 
conſider, alſo, the Caſe of che Pr 8 
_ #2, under a like Senſe of the Wrath of 
GOD, who repreſents himſelf as in the 
Beily of Hell, concludes himſelf to be caſt 
our of GOD"; Sighty\ and ſets forth his Soul- 
Troubles, as well as his outward Circum- 
ſtances, by The Waters com- 
þaſ'4 te de a Soul. See Chap. 2. 
27 44 J. 
Bur, that we may ſte the Difference 
between the Wrath of GOD falling on His 
People, and on Fir Enemies; we — diſ- 
tinguiſh betwern His Parma, and His 
| Fine Wrath, One is the Stroak of Vin- 
dictive Juſtice, aiming at Satisfaction for 
Sin, exacting on the Sinner a Debt of 
Puniſhment , which be can never pay. 
voy ather is, 3 — 


8 — 
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and bring the Soul to a true Repentance, 
for Sin, and make him, for the future, 
watchful againſt it. When GOD «correfts 
in Anger, the Sinner is brought to nothing z 
but His People are enabl'd to ſee hereby, 
that It is a bitter, and only Evil, that they 
have forſaken the LORD. Jer. 10. 24. Chap. 
2. 19, Some call the former, Chaſtiſements 3, 
the latter, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, 
Pyniſhments : But in Scripture, they are 
both indifferently, termed Puniſhments. 
Therefore, ſome call the one a Puniſhment 
for Sin, but with a Deſign of Grace; the 
ether the Puniſhment of Sin, in which 


GOD makes His Power and Fury known. 2 


AGAIN, When a Soul is under Wrath; 
Sin is either charg'd upon the Perſon, which 
is inconſiſtent with a juſtify d State, or on 
the Conſciente, which may be the Caſe of a 
Believer. He is not, indeed, rejected of 
GOD, appointed to Wrath, caft out of His 
. Sight ;. but he apprehends himſelf to be ſa, 
and deals with himſelf accordingly : This 
makes him, ſometimes, to be rroubPd at. 
the Preſence of GOD, and when he conſi- 
ders what a GOD He is, he is afraid of 
Him. Thus Fob ſpeaks, Chap. 23. 15. 
Therefore, as to the of the Wrath 
of GOD, there ſeems to be little, or no 
Difference, between a Believer, and an Un- 
believer, - when the ſame meaſure of His 
Wrath falls on the Conſciences of _— 


{2 
1 
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of em; tho” the Event wih put a Diffe- 
rence: For the one ſinks, ald is Joſt in 
the Storm; the other is carry d ſafely mw 
thorow ir. 


e Reſtleſs 


the Soul is in this Caſe; , Conſcience pro- 


dmaounces againſt it, the condemning Sen- 
ttence of a violated : Law, and fills it with 


the Dread of an Offended GOD ; which 
makes him fly as one perſu'd by an Al- 
mighty Enemy. The Fear of Death, and 
Hell, makes bim «ll his Life-time ſubject to 
Bondage > this makes his Heart ſoft, as Job 
fpeaks ; this is that wounded Spirit, which is 
fo bardiroche bew; ; Job23-16; Prov. 18. 14. 
When Diſtreſs ariſes, from External Pro- 


vidences, he may have ſome Redreſs with- 


in his own Breaſt: Sometimes he can for- 
get his Miſeries; they do not always make 
the ſame «Impreſſion upon bim; and the 
Spirit of a Man may ſuſtain his Infirmities ; 
he may encourage himielf with this; that, 
if the former Part of his Journey has been 
unpleaſant, what remains thereof may be 
better: Or, at Yeaſt,” he has a ſufficient 
Ground. of Hope, that when he comes to 
the End of it, he-ſhall go to a better Coun- 
try; where all Troubles ſhall have an End. 


Tho', at preſent; all Things look. black, 
and comfortleſs about him; yet there may 


be! ſdme ſecret: Spring of Comfort in his 


| _ Soul ; z and above all, he has this to 


ſupport 


0 a 
© 


' 


5 Funeral Sermon, 13 
fapport him that GOD will never ſail, nor 
for ſale thoſe that put their Truſt in him: But 
in the Caſe we are now conſidering, a Mau 
is arm'd againſt himſelf, and the Topneat 
heias in his own Mind, is far greater than 
all: the common Afffictions of Life. Alas? 
what ſhall he do? If he look up to Hea- 
ven; there are Glories which once he 
thought, he had a good Title to; but now 


eoncludes, he has nð Part nor Let in them 
This preſentz tranſitory World, cann 
with all its Inſinuations, and ſpecious Pre- 


* 


des give him Reſt, While his Thoughes 
art taken up with ev'ry Thing, that maria 
creafe his Troubles. Thus he ſuppoſes hints 
ſelf, ſtanding at the Brink of the Bottoms 
leſs Pit, wherein is no Mater of Refreſhmenxl 
How doleful is it, to think how many M64 
auments therelare, of Divine Fury, ſnut up 
in Chains of Darkneſs, without Hope of: 
Mercy, and, to be fill'd with the Dread 
hereof, in out on Souls! The Man, who 
a" little before, ſuppos' d himſelf happy; 
now thinks his very Hopes, which "he 
then entertain'd, little better than pre- 
ſumptuous Sins: He ſuppoſes his former 
Peace, to have been an empty Shadow, 
a vain Deluſion; but his preſent Miſeries 
are ſubſtantial, and ſuch as he can hy no 
Means, fly from; becauſe they have their 
Riſe from the Preſence of the LORD: And 
whether ſhall he go from His Preſencel!? 
| „5 


3 2 as the Truth of His Thres 


5 bute of Mercy; or, at leaſ, that Mercy 
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*Tis the Wrath of a GOD, whom he ap- 


bade to be Inflexible by all Eatreaties, 
oblig d by the Holineſs, of His Nature; 


tnings, 

niſh Sin; Unchangeable in His Fur - 
5 and, therefore, will not reverſe the 
rec, nor long forbear, to execute the 
Sentence, paſſed upon him. OI what 
| Prejucices, does ſuch an One conceive - 
GOD; as tho' His Wrath had ſwal- 
up, and put an End to His Attri- 


would not ſtoop ſo low, as to take hold 
him; therefore, he muſt fink, and 
Is not this an Inſtance of a 
under the Wrath of GOD? I have, here 
by, deſcrib'd the Condition of One, wh 
Diſtreſs is uncommon z but many th ' 
in fome Degree, And, indeed, it could 
be no ſmall Senſe of Wrath, that made 
David cry out, that the Pains of | Hell Lat 
hold upon him; Ver. 3. of the Pſalm, in 
which is my Text. Iam bere ſpeaking of 
the mot diſcouraging Part of the Life of 
a Believer ; or, that, in which, he don't 
appear to be what he is: And this wou d 
be the Caſe of all, ſhouw'd GOD give us 


Fine to our own Fears; and, at the ſame 
ime, let fall ſome Drops of His Wrath 
into our Conſciences. 

HOWEVER. He is not without Res 


bl.  Urcl, * Condition i is as * 


. * p 
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as we have repreſented ; for, there is not 
more Terror, in all I have ſaid, than there 

is Encouragement, and uſeful Direction, in 
what Tam going to conſider, in ſpeaking to 
the Second General Head, 
II WHAT ù this Reſt, which the poor 
uneaſy Soul is to have Recourſe ro, Tis not 
any kind'of Reſt, which is here intended: 
There is a careleſs, and inſenſible Frame 
of Spirit, which is a very great Judg- 
ment, rather to be fear'd, than indulg d: 
By this, the Conſcience is ſtupify'd, but 
not chang d for the better. Such are like 
the Sick Man, who, tho' ſenſible of no 
Pain, lyes under the Burthen of ſome mor- 
tal Diſtemper, which diſorders the whole 
Frame of Nature. We read of ſome, 
Whoſe Conſciences are ſeared with an hot Iron; 
and ſo do not bring in thoſe heavy Charges | 
againſt the Soul, which they ought to do. 
The Re# we have hereupon, is forced, not 
genuine; tis Man's Creature, not GOD's; 
tho* GOD may be ſaid, to have giv'n him 
up to 4 Spirit of Slumber. And, as it is not 
of a right kind; fo it will not be really 
ſerviceable to him. What did it avail the 
Poor, reſolute, deluded Man, to ſay ? I ſhall, 
or I will have Peace, tho I walk in the Ima- 
ination of mine Heart, Deut. 29. 19. when 
in the next Verſe, GOD threatens him, 
that for this, His Anger, and His Jealouſy 
5 D ſhould 


" 
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ſhould ſmoak againſt him, and all the Curſes 
that ate written in His Book ſbould lye upon 
bim. Moreover, As his Reſt will do him 
no good, ſo it will not long abide: How 
can it, when he has ſo great a Weight of 
the Wrath and Curſe of GOD upon him? 
*Tis true, he comes hy it at a very eaſy 
Rate, by fancying, that Sin, in general, 
or his own Iniquities, in particular, are not 
attended with thoſe Aggravations; and 
- conſequently, his Miſery is not ſo great, 
as once he thonght it was. | Thus he wears 
off a Senſe of Sin; and the Terrors of GOD 
make no Impreſſion on his hard Heart: 
And that this foul Miſtake may be varniſh'd 
over, and there may ſeem, at leaſt, ſome | 
ſmall Foundation, to ſupport his Peace; 
he will perform ſome Moral Duties, or ab- 
ſtain from ſome groſſer Abominations. 
But by this Peace, or rather Indolence, or 
Stupidity, Sin gets Advantage againſt him, 
till it breaks forth, like an impetuous Tor- 
rent; and, at length, will make him more 
reſtleſs, and farther from true Comfort, 
ate. SO 
BU the Re, which we are to conſi- 
der, is of a better, and higher Nature.z 
*tis one of the Bleſſings of the Covenant of 
| Grace, a very comprehenſive Privilege; 
for 'tis interwoven with other Bleſſings, 
and adds to them a refreſhing Sweetnels, 
which makes it, the Object of Deſire, and 
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Delight; and we ſhall ſpeak to it, ei- 
ther, as it is to be Gd in Chriſt; or, 
as it is expected; or, ſhall be enjoy'd here- g 
after, with Christ. 
. I. A Soul may take up his Reſt * Chriſt; x 
Thus we read of Dwelling in GOD, or, in 
the ſecret Place of the MOST HIGH, and 
urder the Shadow 7 the ALMIG HTT; > and 
CHRIST is compar'd to ar Hiding Place . 
from the Wind; a Covert from the Tempe t, 
and the Shadow of a Great Rock ;, in Iſa. 32. 2 
This was plainly typify'd by the Cities ok 
Refuge, under the rene The 
poor Man-ſlayer was aftaid, every Mo- 
ment, of being overtaken, and deſtroy'd, 
by the Avenger of Blood, who was in 
Pon: of Ra, he was never out of Dan- 
till he into one of thoſe Cities; 
dad there he oe Reſt, and Safety, _ - 
NOW, we ſhall conſider this Reſt, which 
is to be had in CHRIST, with regard to 
the Two Grounds of Trouble afore- | 
mention'd. . | 
Firſt, THE Reft we may find in Him, | 
in the midſt of all adverſe ravidences,.. we 
meet with, from Him. Or, * 


Secondly, WHEN we are under @ Senſe _. 


of the Wrath of GOD. 

Firſt, WHAT is that Reſt. which we m⸗ | 
find in CHRIST, in the midſt of Adverſe Y 
Providences: Theſe, as I have ſhew'd, gre V 
either ſuch as * the church * 60 Un 

In 
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in the World; or, our own Perſons and 


Familien 


Firſt, WE m ay find Reſt in CHRIST, in 
a day, when the ae of GOD brings 

many Deſplations on His Church, and People 
in the World. It i is, indeed, our Duty , uf 
ſympathize with it, and mourn for its 
Afictions; yet, even then, we are not 
without ſome Encouragement concerning 
it. Suppoſe, it is black, by reaſon of its 
afflicted Circumſtaaces ; yet tis comely, 
by virtue of its Relation to CHRIST, 
and His Comelineſs put upon her; and 
whatſoever be the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, yet GOD will rap it, as the 
Apple of His Eye; the Gates of Hell may 

aflault, but fhall not prevail ag ainſt it. "Tis 
Faid ro flouriſh, like the Palm-Tree : ; *twill 
bring forth the moſt Fruit under the  great- 
eſt; Oppreſſion. Are you diſcourag'd, be- 
cauſe your Lot is caſt in a dark, and 
gloomy Day, 4 Day of Rebuke and Blaſ- 
phemy? Do's your Heart tremble, becauſe 
of the Ark of GOD ? Be not diſcourag d, 
leave this Matter in CHRIS T's Hand, Hel 
take Care of it: Indeed, He never gave 
it Ground to expect undiſturbed Reſt in 
this World; for then, it could ſcarce be 
ſaid, to be 1 in a Militant State. This was 
One of the laſt Legacies He left with it, 
In the World, ye ſha have Tribulation; but 


in me Ila. 5 16. 
* Ye. e. John 35. Ie 
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| ſhall be ſafe and happy, notwithſtanding 
preſent Calamities; for its Safety is in 
CHRIST. Conſider the great Price, He 
paid for it; Will He loſe, what coſt Him 
His ? We may conceive of it, as 
His Truſt and Charge, committed to Him, 
by the Father, to keep; and will He be 

unfaithful to Him, who appointed Him 
hereunto? Conſider His Propriety in it: 
Will He not take Care of His own? And 
His Love to it, which is ſo great, that the 
whole World of the Ungodly, whoſe Names 
are not written in the Book of Life, are no 
more in His Account, if compar'd with 
His Church, than the Droſs is, to the 
Fine Gold; or, the Chaff, to the Wheat: 
1 gave Egypt, ſays he, for thy Ranſom, i. e. to 
be deſtroy d, that thou might'ſt be ſpar d: 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee ; © The Gentile 
„ World ſhall be, for many Ages, rejected, 
and the Means of Grace, and Salvation, 
e in, and thro' a Mediator, ſhall not be 
made known to it; that Thou may'ſt 
enjoy all the ſpecial Bleſſings, which I 
e have to beſtow. And what is the Reaſon 
of this ? Tis becauſe thou waſt precious in 
my Sight, and I loved thee. Iſa. 43. 3, 4. Art 
thou uneaſy in thy Mind, becauſe the 
Daughter of Zion ſits as a Widow, and is 
ſolitary, and defplate ? Or, doſt thou 
think, that every Storm, that ariſes, ſhall 

inallow it up? Faint - hearted Soul? 
q * CHRIST © 
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GHRIST has not the fam Thoughts con- 
cerning it, as thou haſt, At is not forſaken, 
becauſe per ſecuted; nor deftroy'd, becauſe 
caſt domn; rior in a deſperate Condition, 
becauſe: you fee no Way, by which, Sal- 
vation, may come unto it: No; our Lord 
JESUS knows, what Good is deſign'd for 
it; and ſhall be brought out of its pre- 
ſent Evils; and ſays to it, as He did to 
Peter; What I do, thou Ruome ſt not now; but 
tbor ſhalt know bereaſter. Had we the Faith, 

and Holy Reſolution of David, we ſhould 

fy; If GOD be our Refuge, and Strength, 

& very preſent Help in Trouble; We will not 

fear, tho the Earth be removed, "and 'carry'd 


into the midſt of the Sea; the? the Waters 


thereaf roar, and are troubled ;, &c. Pſalm 
46. 1 2 3. Tho' it be, like Iſcael, many 
Vears in a howling. Wilderneſs; it ſhall 
come, at laſt, to the Bleſſed Land of Reſt ; 
where it-ſhall have no more Difficulties 
to conflict with ; but enjoy Everlaſting” 
Conſolation. F. 
BUT: then, ſuppoſe, the Hand of GOD 
toucheth us, in our Perſozs, or Families; 
let us commit our ſelves, and them, to 
the Bleſſed JESU S. When Facob fled 
from his Father's Houſe, to avoid the Fury 
of his Brother; and when he was alone in 
Bethel, having none to ſupport, and en- 
cqurage him, but his GOD; What ſweet 
A rf Wo he, When CHRIST 1 
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to him in a Dream, and eſtabliſh'd His 


Covenant with him? Gen. 28. When Das 


vid had been perſecuted, and chaſed from 
Place to Place, by Saul, his implacable 


Enemy; till he was forc'd, to take Shel- 
ter in the Land of the Philiſtines; and he 
had not been long there, before, the 
aſlign'd him to live in, was burn't down; 


and his Wives, with thoſe of his Friends, 


and their Sons, and Daughters, were 
carry'd captive by the Amalekites, the 
worlt, and moſt inveterate Enemies, Iſrael 


had met with; with whom no Peace was 


to be made; and, therefore, little 'Kind- 
neſs was to be expected from them, to be 
ſhewa to their Priſoners: The People liſted 
up their Voi Nice, and wept till they had no more 
Power to wee p: And David was eatly di- 
ſtreſſed ;, for ** Peo _—_ ſpake of Stoni 
ſap ppoſin this Loſs, which- they t 
Irrepara le, to be owing to his Manage- 
ment: How do's he behave himſelf in 
this great Difficulty ? Lis ſaid, that He 
encourag d himſelf in the Lord his GOD: 
1 Sam. 30. 1, to 6. With what Satisfac- 
tion, does the Apoſtle Paul, think of the 
great Loſs, he had ſuſtain d in CHRIST's 


Cauſe ! And how ſmall a Value, did he ſet 


upon it, becauſe his Gain had, or wou d 


make it up, with infinite Advantage. * 
Phil. 3. 8. I have ſuffer'd the Loſs of all 


Things and do count them, but Dung, that 


him, 
ought h 


7 


my " * 8 8 * 0 " r * 
* 1 ro - p * oy ao * nf, 
SH \ = = 4 4 % 
| 7 hs yay l N F 2 BYE EEE vw * "7 A 
Ks o * k * A 2 * 2 , * » * Py - l 4 * A. 44 rt. 
l y L 1. * . — * 1 EN, : . e "4 
e &. * pf . * : F 83 4 - - 
o - 
9 » 7 , = . 
2 . 9 
. 


= A Funeral e 
| i may win CHRIST :* And when he was 
ready to be ofer'd, to dye a Violent, and 
Cruel Death, and his former Friends were 
aſham'd of him, and forſook him; he takes 
the greateſt Pleaſure in CHRIS T's Com- 
pany, Who, as he ſays, food with him, and 
frengthen d him; 2 Tim. 4. 17. Thus there 
is a Reſt for us in CHRIST, when un- 
der the ſoreſt Perſonal Afflictions, which 
befall us, in the Courſe of oon Pro- 
vidence, in the World. 
Secondly, A Believer ay have Reſt in 
CHRIST, when under a Senſe of the Wrath 
of GOD. *Tis true, this cannot be en- 
joy'd, - till GOD is graciouſly pleas'd to 
manifeſt himſelf to him; which; when 
He do's, tis always in the Face of CHRIST: 
He ſhews him, where he muſt go for 
Comfort, and what large Proviſion there 
is made for him in the Bleſſed JESUS. | 
HE is led into the Knowledge of three . 
things, which are very encouraging. 

THE Way of fuStific ation by the Me 
ritorious Obedience and Death of CHRIST. 
Here is ſomewhat for him to plead, in 

behalf of his ſelf- condemned Soul. As 
we obtain Peace of Conſcience, by a Di- 
vine Impreſſion on us, and a Secret Inti- 
mation giv'n us, that there is Hope con- 
cerning us: So it is indifpenſably neceſſary, 

| that we have ſomething to plead, or al- 
tedge, in our * 3 in as * as it is a 


= Fruit 
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Fruit of juſtifying Faith. Now Faith firſt 
makes a Diſcovery, thro' the Teaching of 
the Spirit, of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs; then 
pleads it; and ſo takes Encouragement or 
Reſt from it. This Tranſaction is moſt 
ſolemn and awful: The Soul ſtands, as it 


were, at CHRIS T's Tribunal; where, under 


Him, Conſcience fits as Judge. Tis true, 
there are not thoſe Enſigns of Majeſty; and 
Glory, ſuch as ſhall be, when CHRIST, 
in His own Perſon, ſnall be ſeated on a 
Throne of judgment, at the Great Day: 
But it is inveſted with an Authority, to 
lay the Soul under. Conviction, and tell 
him, that either he is condemn'd, or ac- 
quitted, already; and to make him tremble, 
or rejoice unſpeakably, when the Sentence 
is paſt. And this Proceſs, tho in our own 
Breaſt, being judicial, there muſt be a Plead- 
ing; and no Plea will avail to give Peace 
here, but what wall be admitted hereafter. 
Therefore, this Juſtification, and the Reſt 
we enjoy, perſuant hereunto, includes in 
it, our Pleading an Intereſt in a crucify'd 
Jeſus. And, if it be objected againſt thee, 
O Soul, that thou haſt broken the whole 
Law of God; then plead, that CHRIST bath 
fulfill d all Aairssean and has hereby mag- 
nify'd the Law, and made it honourable : Or, 
if tis alledg'd againſt thee, that thou art 
a vile, apoſtate Creature, who haſt abag'd 
thy ſelf, ev'g unto Hell: Thou muſt ſtand 


"a ; , wa I | * 
Fpeechlefs, and charge thy ſelf with the 

uilt of all this, and ten thouſand times 
more ʒ but yet there is a Plea for thee: The 
Blood of CHRIST is the Blood of Atone- 
ment; and as ſuch, as well as by its ſancti- 
Tying Influence, it cleanſeth all Sin, 
O bleſſed JESUS ! Was it not for what 
% Thou haſt done for me, I ſhould not be 
te 2ble to lift up my Head; but in Thee 
44 J look for Acceptance with GOD; In 
t Thee J have Boldneſs in the Day of 
& Judgment, and Reſt, as being juſtify d 
« freely by thy Grace. ka (I 
Adly. A Soul under the Terror, and Dread 
of the Wrath of GOD, ſometimes, has Encou- 
ragement, by conſidering, that Pare of the 
Charge, which he brought in again#t himfelf, 
is not well-grounded. *Tis true, if we charge 
our ſelves with being Sinners, nay, the 
| Chief of Sinners, the Accuſation is juſt; for 
if we have not been ſo in Fact, 'tis not o- 
ing to our ſelves; Sin has a kind of Infi- 
nity in the Will of Man, unleſs reſtrain'd 
by Grace: But if we fay, © Alas! I am 
e loſt tor ever, a Caſt-away, I never had a 
Principle of Grace, never put forth the 
„ leaſt Act of Faith; it may be, by a 
happy Diſappointment, thou may'ſt ad 
thy ſelf miſtaken : Tis one thing, to fay, 
I'm a Sinner, or that I have remaining in- 
dwelling Corruption within me; another 
thing to ſay, I'm an Hypocrite, a painted 
W wo Se- 
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Sepulchre; I have nothing but the out- 
ward Form and Appearance of a Chriſ- 
tian: In the former Part of the Charge, 
thou dealeſt truly, and juſtly with thy ſelt; 
but in the latter, thou may'ſt be miſtaken. 
Now when the Spirit of GOD ſhews thee, 
that thou art ſo, hereon will enfue Peace 
of Conſcience, and Reſt in thine own Soul. 
 3dly. WE are enabl'd to diſcern, apply, 
and take Camfort from the Promiſes. They 
are like the River, the Pſalmilt ſpeaks of, 
The Streams whereof make glad the City of 
60D. Now the Promiſes, that are ſuita- 


dle to a Soul under a Senſe of the Wrath 


of GOD, are ſuch, in particular, as re- 
ſpe& Forgiveneſs of Sin; thus ſee /aiah 
43. 25. I, even I am be, that blotteth out 
thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake; and will 
not remember thy Sint. What free Grace is 
couch'd in thoſe Words! and how full and 
rich is the Grace promiſed in Pſalm 130. 7. 
With the LORD there is Mercy, and with 
Him is Plenteous Redemption. And Iſaiab 
53. 7. Let the wicked forſake his way, &c. and 
return to the LORD, and he will have Mercy 
on him, and to our GOD for He will abun- 
- dantly pardon. And how comprehenſive is 
that Promiſe ( every Word whereof is re- 
freſhing, and, as it were, gives'a new Life 
to a dejected Soul!) in Aicab 7. 18, 19. 
Who «is a GOD like unto Thee, that pardon- 


eh Iniguity, and paſſeth by the Thanlgrefjer 
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of the Remnant of his Heritage? He retaineth 


not His Anger for ever; becauſe he delighteth 
in Mercy; he will turn again, he will have 
Compaſſion on us, he will ſubdue our Iniquities, 
and Thou wilt caſt all their Sins into the Depth 
of the Sea. So if we think, that GOD takes 
no Notice of us ; and that our Iniquities 
will one Day riſe up in Judgment againſt 
us. See Iſa. 44 21, 22. Thou ſhalt not be 
forgotten of me. I have blotted out as a thick 


Cloud thy Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud thy 
Sins. And Jer. 50. 20. The Iniquity of I,. 


rTael ſhall be ſought for, and there ſhall be nome. 


That is, None charg'd upon him for his 
Condemnation, and the Sins of Judah, and 
they (hall not be found; for I will par don them. 


If the heinons Aggravations of Sin, ſeem 


to exclude thee from this Privilege; ſee 
Iſa. 1. 18. Tho” your Sins be as Scarlet, they 


| ſhall be as white a Snow. I is not ſpoken 


concerning Sin itſelf; for that is as black 


as Hell, in its own Nature: But the Per- 


jon ſinning ſhall be white, not with re- 
ſpect to his in ward Purity; for that is, at 
beſt, ſally'd with Corruption in this im- 
perfect State; nevertheleſs, having on the 
white Robe of CHRIST's ſpotleſs Righte- 


ouſneſs, in Juſtification, he is white as 


Snow. Can any thing be more encoura- 
ng? and when theſe Promiſes are ſet 
ome with Power, on our Hearts, and 


we enabl'd to make a particular Appli- 


Cation 


- +2 
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cation thereof; that gives Reſt to a Soul, 
who before, was under a Senſe of the 
Wrath of GOD. Thus we have conſi- 


der'd, what that Reſt is, which Believers 


have in CHRIST. © | 


Secondly, THERE 3s a Reſt, which they 


ſhall all have with Him hereafter. This is 
what the Apoſtle intends, in that com- 
fortable Word, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. So fhail we 
ever be with the LORD. None can fully 


explain this Doctrine, but thoſe, who are 


admitted into that General Aſſembly and 

Church of the Firſt-born in Heaven; where 
tis underſtood, not by rational Demon- 
ſtration, but by immediate Senſation. Here 


we know but in Part, and ſpeak of Hea- 


venly Things in ſo confus'd a manner, 
that GOD may ſay to us, as He did to 
Job; Who is this, that dar neth Counſel, by 
| Words without Knowledge ? Something, in- 

deed, we have been told of it; tho” the 


greateſt Part is cover'd with a Vail, like 


the Holieſt of All, in Solomon's Temple, 
that we may admire, and long for it, 
while we confeſs our ſelves to be, but o 
. Yeſterday, and know nothing; or, that We 
Cannot order our Speech by reaſon of Dark- 
"neſs, The Word of GOD ſets it forth as 
a State of Reſt, not ſuch a Reſt, as the 
Body ſhall have in the Grave; where tis 
ſtript of all its Active Powers, as well as 


den 


freed from all its former Sufferings. Hea- 
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ven is not a Reſt. from Work, but from 


% ir þ - 
T1 
o ' 4 q 
\ * 


Troubles; and there is not only, the 


ſpweet Enjoyment of GOD without Inter- 
ruption: But the belt Employment with- 


out Wearineſs; They ſhall ret in their 
Beds, i. e. of Glory; tis ſach a Reſt as is 
adapted to the Nature of the Soul; for, it 


immediately follows, Every one. walking 
in his Uprightneſs, lia. 57. 2. And in Rev. 


14. 13. as they reſt from their Labours, fo, 


their Works follow them; i. e. not only the 
bleſſed Fruits and Conſequences, of their 
Good Works, ſhall follow them; but the 


fame Graces, that were exercisd here, in 


this imperfek State, ſhall be perfected; 
and, fo far as they are conſiſtent with the 


Heav'nly State, ſhall be tranſlated with 


the Soul, and maintain'd for ever in 


Exerciſe. | 


WE may, moreover, conſider this Reſt, 
as 4 State of Enjoyment, which is contain'd 
in the very Notion, and Nature thereof 


and therefore, when CHRIST bids them 


enter into his Reſt, he ſays, Enter into the 
Joy of your Lord; Matthew 25. 21. So that 
it is a Ceſſation from all Evil, and a State, 
in which, the Soul is imploy'd in the beſt 


Work, and enjoys the greateſt Meaſure of 
Happineſs. This will appear in four things. 
iſt, THERE. is tbe beſt Society. How de- 


ſirable a Thing is it for us, to be admit- 


and 


* 
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and joyn'd to the Inhabitants of the New m 
Feruſalem | Titus Heav'n is calld CHRIST'S 
Prefence, Pſal. 16. 11. and 4 we Sg 
the * 2 Theſ. 1. 7. 

THE T are admitted imo CHRIST's 
Ne which is the utmoſt Pitch of all Hay- 
pineſs. The 71 ſpeaks as though there 

was nothing but Him, which he could call 
a ſufficient Portion. He overlooks all che 
other Glories there, when he ſays Pſal. 73. 
25. Whom have I in Heab'n, but thee ? and 
the Apoſtle Paul could defire, and think it 
beſt of all, to depart hence; with this fingle 
View, that then he ſhould be with CUR 
Phil. 1. 23. CHRIST's Glory ſhall be the 
principal Object, for the Saints to behold; 
and His Love, the Spring, from whenceall 
their Comforts flow : therefore, becauſe He 
loves em, they ſhall be where he is: This is, 
as tt were the Sum of His Deſires in theit Be- 
half, John 17.24- Farher,T willythat t hm 
_ oof if giv ton me, may be with me, that they 
m yy Glory. From this immediate 
re ks intimateCommunion,vy hich, 
on CHRIS Is Part, conſiſts in His beſtow- 
ing all Bleffings on His People; Ant in 
theirs, in giving all Glory to Him. 

2. THEY ave admitted into the Geary ”Y 
Angels antl Glorify'd Saints. The Former, 
we were unacquainted with before the | 
| Latter are ſo chang'd;"'that they are a 

Wonder to wemfeſ de as well as others; 


. for 


i} 


* * 
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Jahn 21. and had been giving him a par- 
ticular Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel, 
Fed my Sheep ; and had told him, what he 
muſt ſuffer for his ſake, by what. Death, he 
ſhould glorify GOD: Alas ! his Affections ſoon | 
grew cold; Lord, ſays he, concerning John, 
What ſhall this Man do? What ſhall become 
of him? What ſhall he ſuffer? which was 
a Matter, foreign to what CHRIST had 
8 to him of before, and which _ 
tended rather to ſatisfy a vain, iaquiſiti xe 
Temper, than bring any real Good to him. 
So when CHRIST had been diſcourſing of 
the Things pertaining to the Kingdom of GOD, 
Acts 1. 3. the Diſciples enquireg/er.6. con- 
cerning the Time, when it ſhall be reſtor d to 
Ifrael; — that might as well have 
been ſpar d. Theſe are the Defects of 
Converſation here: But, in Heav'n, there 
can be none of theſe Inconveniencies; be- 
cauſe there's no remaining Corruption, 
that takes away the Advantage, which t 
might ariſe from mutual Converſe ; bur. | 
the Saints above, are made perfect in Ho- 
lineſs, and, therefore, their Society is very 
deſirable. J 4 
2. THERE tu in this Reſt, a perſect De- 
liverance from ev'ry Thing, that might make 
us uneaſy, or unhappy, or, that has, formerly, 
done fo. In this World, we groan under 
. Preſſures. of hard Bondage, conflict with 
Enemies, complain by 3 of Afflictions: 
W EK 


— 


- © what thou could/ſt not meet with in that 
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But, when the Meaſure of Sufferings is 
filfd vp, after we have paſs'd through a 
Variety of Troubles and Temptations, 
CHRIST calls us home, and gathers us to 
Himſelf; the Sutnmons is giv'n forth, the 
Meſſenger ſent; and when the Soul ſtands 
hovering, between both Worlds, CHRIST 
ſays to it, Come to thy Reſt; enjoy 


a 


«© World, in which thou haſt liy'd 3 thou 
© haſt been, like Neab's Dove, weary'd 
<« with flying over the Face of the Waters; 
come into the Ark, where thou - ſhalt 
< be ſafe; leave it, as Les did Sodom, 
© without looking back, as tho thou wert 
„ nawilling to part with thine old Ac- 
„ quaintance; or, as Abrabam left his na- 
tive Country, and his Father's Houſe, 
4 Without Heſitation, or Reply to the Call 
* of GOD ; thou need'ſt not regard, nor 
„think much, to leave thy Stuff (as was 
ſaid to Jacob in another Caſe), f, e. all 
the Accommodations of this Life, behind 
I thee; when the Good of a more plentiful 
Country « thine. Reckon not thy {elf 
© a Loſer, tho* thou muſt lay down thine 
* earthly Tabernacle z for, at the ſame 
© time, thou parteſt with all thoſe Corrup- 
* tions, which Grace had not rooted out; 
and all thoſe toxmenting Fears, by which 
„ Thy Thoughts have been ttiſcompos'd, 
Land almoſt diſtraded; and thoſe Bur- 
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9 © thens; which have made thee walk ſofily 
< al! thy Days. Tell thy Perſecutors, that 
their Fury, which could ti6t, be ſtop d 
< before, ſhall perſue thee no farther; 
There "the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
aud there the Mechy are at Reſt. | 
3. THERE is in this ' Reſt, a full Cont ent- 
ment, and Satisfaction. of Soul, in what it en- 
Joys. Nothing can give us Reſt, but what 
is, in its Kind, ſuited to the Nature, and 
in Degree; to to the Deſires, and Capacities 
of our Souls: Therefore, carnal Delights 
are not ſatisfying, becauſe, not ſuited to 
the renewed Nature, and Appetite of a 
Believer ; and, even Grace it If, accord- 
ing to the meaſure, in prog! is diſpens'd 
here below, tho it be ſuitable to that Di- 
vine Nature implanted in ay Soul, yet it 
do's not give us full Satisfaction, becauſe 
we are ſtill craving more. "How delight- 
ful is Water to one that is thirſty ! but 
a few Drops are not ſufficient. Here, 
GOD gives forth the Bleſſings of the Up- 
pe r f. by Drops, that we may know 
ow far ſhort this Earth is of Heaven: 
But in that bleſſed State there is the Ful- 
neſs of an Ocean; well then, miglit the 
Pſalmiſt ſay, When 7 awake, viz. in the 
t Morning of the Reſurrection, 1 ſhall be ſa- 
tisfy'd with thy Likeneſs. PAL 17, ut. Wilt - 
thou not think thou haſt enough, when 
thou art. poſſeſs'd of that Glory, which 
F 2 GOD 
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80D has deſign'd to beſtow on thoſe 
whom He delights to honour; when thou 


* haſt not only his Benefits, but himſelf? 
„Thou ſay'ſt, the Streams of Love, that 


flow from him ( which are ſo great, that 
thou can'ſt not ſet a ſufficient Value upon 
ct m) don't give thee a full Satisfaction; 
tut wilt thou ſay ſo of the Fountain? 


Tell thy longing Soul, that then, thou 
{halt have all that, which thou laſt been 


ſo long praying, and waiting for; that 
which thou haſt had the Foretaſtes of, 
which have oaly ſerv'd to enhance thy 
Deſires, and raiſe thine ExpeQations ; let 
it know, that thou ſhalt have all the Pro- 
- Miſes accompliſh'd, and made good to it; 
and all its Powers and Faculties, how 
much enlarg'd, ſoever, they may be, ſhall 
have a proportionable Degree of Glory; 
and then ask it, if all this will not afford 
it Reſt. | 
4. THE Unchangableneſs and Eternity of 
that State, determines it to be a State of Reſt. 
All Things here below, are in a continual 
Flux and Motion ; the whole Frame of 
Nature waxes old, like 4 Garment, and 
makes advances, every Day, towards its 
_ Diſſolution ; yea, the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 
8. 22. by a figurative Way of ſpeaking, re- 
promaty it, as groaning and travailing in 
ain, and, as it were, uneaſy by reaſon 
of the Curſe of GOD upon it; kites 
| 4 2 
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he elegantly fets forth the Vanity, Mnta- 
bility, and continual Decay of all ſublu- 
mary things: But 
are admitted into that Glorious State of 
Liberty, defign'd for them; then every 
thing ſhall attain its Reſt. As for the 
Moral World, we ſee in it, little elſe but 
Changes; Man in Honour, abideth not. Our 
Changes, like our Lives, are meaſur'd by 
the ſucceſſive Spaces of Time, in which, 
ev'ry Moment preſents. ſomething new 3 
the Underſtanding, Will and AfﬀeCtions, 
are daily perſuing, and entertaining them- 
ſelves with new Objects; and then the Hap- 
pineſs and Miſeries of this Life return up- 
on us, like Day and Night. As for Grace 
itſelf, tho' its Root and Principle is not 
ſubject to decay, yet its Acts, and, the 
Comtorts it produceth, are daily chang d DB 
if our Souls have been, as it were, rais'd 
above Themſelves, by uncommon Inſtances 
of Love to GOD ; or, Zeal for His Glo- 
ry; Or, Delight in His Preſence ; which 
afford much of Heav'n upon Earth; alas! 
how ſoon is all this loſt? the Reaſon is, 
becauſe this is not our Reſt, That, then, 
which makes Heav'n ſo, is, becauſe all things 
abide in the ſame State: Grace ſuffers no 
Abatement, nor ſhall there be any Cloud 
there,” to obſcure the Joy of that Place; 


hen the Sons of GD 


'twould not he Heav'n, i. e. the Seat of 8 


perfect Bleſſedneſs, was it not Eternal; 
5 Lea, 
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Reſt; - viz. Becauſe the LORD hath dealt 


ſaid in the Text, The Lord hath dealt boun- 


„ 4. 
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yea, the Proſpect, or Fear of loſing what 
zs there enjoy'd, would be inconſiſtent 
with, and take away the Sweetneſs therey 
of. We may, therefore, conclude it to be 
a glorious Reſt; in as much as it is, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, 1 Pet. 1. 4. An Inheritance 
incorruptible, and unde filed, and that fadeth . 
not away. But to proceed to the Third 
General Head. 1 


n. CONSIDER the Groungs and Rias 
Jens, why a Soul may ſay, Return to thy 


bountiſully with it. Where GOD has giv'n 
an Intereſt in Himſelf, and made us Par- 


takers of ſpecial Grace; we may lay this 
Command on our ſelves, O my Soul, be 
at Reſt; or, Return to thy Reſt. We ob- 
ſerve hence two Things. 
- Firſt, A Believer ought to retain 4 thanks. 

ful Remembrance of paſt Mercies. be 

Sͤecondly, THIS ſhould excite and encou- 

rage in, to return to our Reſk, 

 _ Firſt, A Believer ought to retain a thank- 

ful Remembrance of pait Mercies. Thus tis 


' rifully with thee ;, or (as One renders it) He 
has 9iv'n thee all Things: See what large 
Experiences he had of the Divine Good- 
neſs, in what goes immediately before, and 
after the Text; Ver. 6. I was brought lum, 
and He helped me. And Ver. 8. Thou bait 
1 8 95 deliver d 


deliver'd my Soul from Death, mine Eyes from 
Tears, and Feet from falling. So the 
Church confeſſes, Pſalm 126. 3. The Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad. How delightful a Thing is it, to 
think of the merciful Dealings of GOD, 
with us! This is a Theme, that will af- 
ford us large Scope for Meditation, when 
we ſee our ſelves deſerving nothing; but 
receiving from his Hand: all Things, that 
may contribute to make us happy. 
LET us begin at the loweſt Step of 
Mercy, the Bleſſings of the left Hand, are 
many and great. In thy Book, ſays David, Pſa. 
139. 16. viz. of Providence, all my Mem- 
bers were written. How great is His Boun- 
ty and Care, as the GOD of Nature 
May not all our ray 6 Who is like unto 
thee? Pſalm 35. 10. When we look back, 
as far as our Infancy, and conſider, what 
a long Chain of Mercies we have receiv d, 
ſhall we not have Reaſon to ſay, Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us? Send thy Thoughts, 
© Soul, abroad in the World, and con- 
ceive of it, as an Hoſpital of ſick, miſera-- 
ble, and dying Men. How many haſt 115 


ſeen drop out of it, into Eternity of 
whom, ſome have been carry'd from the 
Womb to the Grave; others have ſpun 
out a long Thread of Life; but their Mi- 
ſeries have far exceeded the Number of 
their Days? Can'ſt thou not, from hence, 
5 con- 
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own Hand? and to what a Length ſhould 
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conclude , how much more bountifully 


GOD. hath dealt with thee, than with 
many others? How much better has He 
been to thee than thy Fears? And how 


often has He been to thee, 4 very preſent 
Help in Trouble? The Remembrance' of 
theſe Mercies, ſhould fill us with Admi- 
ration and Praiſe. = : 


- + BUT. thou may'&. till aſcend in thy 


Thoughts, there are the Bleſſings of the 
Throne! as well as thoſe of the Footſtoo], 
the good Things of the Everlaſting Hille; 


with which GOD gives Himſelf : And, 
indeed, the ſmalleſt Outward Bleſſing, if 
giv'n as a Pledge and Token of ſpecial 
Love, is hereby render'd exceeding great. 
It is a very advantagious and. delightful 
Thing, to take a View of. the Footſteps 


of Divine Grace, in GOD's Dealings with 


us. + Preventing Grace has kept us, from 


running, with others, to the ſame Exceſs of Riot; 


there is that in our Nature, which would 


have precipitated us into Ruin: With 
what inconſiderate Haſte and Violence, 
ſhould we have gone on, towards Eyer- 
laſting, Deſtruction? Such may well be 
compar'd to the ſwift Dromedary, traverſing 


her Ways; where ſhould we have ſtopt, un- 
leſs GOD. had withdrawn » from our Pur- 


poſe, and preſery'd us, from falling on and 
periſhing by the Sword, that was in our 


We 
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we have run, had He not kept #s back from 


preſumptuous Sins, ſetting Doors and Bars 
to that Corruption in us, which nothing, 


but Infinite Power could reſtrain? 1s not 


this worth calling to Mind? 

VET, thou may'ſt raiſe thy Thoughts 
ſtill higher, and ſee what Methods GOD 
has taken, to bring thee into a State of 
Grace. It may be, thou waſt, before this, 
in all Appearance, as far from the King- 
dom of Heav'n, as any out of Hell: Thy 
whole Soul was out of Order; not meerly 
overcome by, but dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins; thy Heart as hard asa Rock; thy Mind 

and Conſcience dar ned and defiled; thine 
Affections earthly and carnal 3. 60D was 
not in all thy Thoughts; thou waſt not on- 
1y a Stranger to, but a Deſpiſer of the 
Riches of His Goodneſs. This is the Charac- 


ter of all Mankind, whilſt unconverted': 


If then, a ſaving Change is paſs'd upon 
thee, mn thou not to ſay with that 
Diſciple ! John 14+ 22. Lord, hom is it, that 
thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf to , and not unto 

the World ! 410M :;i{1 
BUT notwithſtanding all this, conſider 
how GOD forc'd His Way into thy Heart, 
by the Power of irreſſſtable Grace; and 
ſo took up His Abode there: This was 
the Day of His Power, in which He made 
thee a willing and obedient Subject to His 
Sovernment; and;here began His New 
G Creations 


* 


na SET. 


„ 
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Creation-Work in thy Soul ; where the firſt 
thing He form'd was Light, by which thou 
waſt help'd to ſee thy Sin and Miſery (with 
which, am. thou waſt never much af- 
fected before) and the Way of Salvation 
by JESUS CHRIST, in Whom thou 
could'ſ never ſee ſuch a Beauty,” and Glo- 
ry as now. O amazing Change! where 

„ that which was once thought not 

worth ſeeking after, is moſt valuable to 
thee; and that, which once was unplea- 
ſant, and burthenſom to thee, is embrac'd 
with the higheſt Delight. by, 

TAKE Notice, alfo, how GOD put a 
peculiar Honour on His Word and Ordi- 
dances, in making uſe of them to bring 
about this Work, that hereby He might 
give a Teſtimony to their Divine Origi- 
nal, and imprint a laſting Eſteem, and 
Value for them, on thy Soul. The Law en- 
ter d, with its Threats and Terrors, and ſo 
the Offence abounded; and had'ſt thou been 
left there, thou had'ſt been ſhut up in 

Chains of Darkneſs and Diſpair. But, that 
the Work might not be interrupted, or 
miſcarry at firſt, Grace, as diſplay'd in 
the Goſpel, and preſented to our View by 
the Holy Spirit, did much more abound : 
Theſe were the Beginnings of His Ways 


of Grace; and they ſhould be marvellous 
in our Eyes,  ' 00 - 


-» BUT, thou wilt ber joſt in Admiration, 
O15 *s 5 . * when 


oy * 
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when thou calleſt to mind, how this Bleſ- 
ſed Work has been carry'd on in thee. 
What violent Aſſaults did it meet with at 
firſt ! As CHRIST Himſelf was perſecu- 
ted, as ſoon as He was born; and tempted 


immediately after He enter d on His pub- 
lick Miniſtry ; and the Apoſtles met with 


the greateſt Oppoſition, in the Beginning 
of their Work, ſoon after they had re- 


ceiv'd the Spirit from on High : So Grace, 


| ſometimes, undergoes the ſoreſt Conflicts at 
firſt, before a Believer-attaineth to a ſettled 
Peace of Conſcience. How unwilling was 
the ſtrong Man arm d, to quit his Hold! 
But how often, has G0 D ſuccour'd thee 
when tempted; rais'd thee, when bowed 
down; and comfoiſed thee, when moſt diſ- 
courag d! Haſt thou not been in Danger, 
either thro? Preſumption or Diſpair; ſome- 
times caſting off Fear, and ſo growi 

ſtupid; or elſe, overwhelm'd with it, a 


giving up all for loſt ? Has not GOD, 


at ſuch a time, found out ſome Way for 
thy Eſcape, from both theſe  Extreams ; 
ſome happy Expedient to awaken, but yet, 
at the ſame time, to regulate, and (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) to ſanctify thy Fears, and 

ake them of uſe, to promote in thee, a 
greater Watchfulneſs, and more circum- 
ſpect Walking? | 

CONSIDER further, How changeable, 

the Frame and Wr of thy _ 
en. G8 2 8 


1 
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has been; "ſtaggering, as it were, and 
- balting between two Opinions, like one unde- 
-termin'd; whether to go forward, or back- 
ward; but how ſeaſonably, has the Spirit 
of GOD come in, to thine Aſſiſtance, with 
His directing and confirming Grace! 
YEA; ſometimes, by thy Falls and Miſ- 
carriages, thou haſt: greatly difhonour'd 
GOD, griev'd His Spirit, harden'd his Ene- 
mies in Sin, caus'd His Holy Ways to be 
reproach'd; and thou did'ſt think, that for 
this thou ſnould'ſt be abandon'd by Him; 
but what large Experience haſt thou had, of 
treſtoring and forgiving Grace! In a Word, 
bas not GOD carry'd- thee, thro' all the 
Difficulties thou haſt met with, ſince the 
time, that thou did'Wfrft look : Heav*n- 
ward, without which, thou wauld'ſt have 
been at a Loſs, and could'ſt not have gone 
forward? We are, herein, like Jrael, who, 
after they were deliver d from Egyptian 
Eondage, yet were to paſs thro” the Wil- 
derneſs, in which, there was no Way, no 
beaten Path; no City to dwell in; no Fruits 
of the Earth for their Suſtenance; and, 
ſometimes, no Water for their Retreſh- 
ment; all the World were their Enemies, 
they mult fight their Way thorow em to 
the good Land. What ſhall they do in 
This Caſe ! Moſes pleads for em, I thy Pre- 
ſence go not with me, carry us not hence; and 
-GUD promiſes him, Ay Preſence ſhall go 


with 


pat 
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wich thee, and I will give thee Reſt, Exod. 
33.14 15. Thus, GOD is with His Frople, 
in their Way, and ſpiritual Progreſs ;»He 
carries on the Vork of Faith with Poberz 
which, as often as we call to Remem- 
brance, we have Reaſon to ſay, The 2690 
__ dealt beuntifully with un. 
Secondly ,, THE Remembrance of 
Aerie, ſhoulil encourage us.to return th u 
'Keft. Lou ſee, one is laid down in the 
Words, as x Conſequence of the orher. 
For oùr underftanding hereof, this muſt 
be premis'd ; that Reſt is to de taken, eĩ- 


ther 05 ectivey, or Subjectibely; if taken 


in the former Senſe, it is a peculiar Glory 
of GOD, to be the Reſt, - or Portion: of 
his people: If in the latter, It is an in- 
ward Compoſure of Mind, ariſing from a 
Senſe of our Intereſt in, or Enjoyment of, 
this Bleſſed Portion and Happineſs ; and 
ſo'it/is the ſame with Peace; and is always 
artended with Delight and Foy. 
 AGREEABLY to this twofold Niſtinc- 
tion of Reſt, there are two Things con- 

tain'd in Rerurning to our Reſt. 
-(1.) A Du incumbent on backſlidi 3 

| Niers: S thy Reſt; Ci. e. 
to thy GOD. 2 

(2.) 4 — : And 10 it is, as tho 
He ſhould ſay; Be at Reſt; let not thy Mind 
entertain thoſe Thoughts, that tend to 

make is unquiet and uneaſy, 


WITH 


— 
* 
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+ WITH Regard, then, to this Explica- 
tion, giv'n of the Words; we ſhall conſider, 
low Reſt is conſequent, on GOD's having 
dealt bountifully with us, in two Things. 
r iſt. The gracious Dealings of God with au, 
gg 1 to return to Hin, who is our Reſt 
d Happineſs. .GOD's Bounty obliges us to 
this, in Gratitude: What Motive is ſo pow - 
erful as Goodneſs? And what Goodneſs,like 
that, which we have been ſpeaking of ? If 
there be no Virtue, or Force in His Love, to 
tonſtrain us, tis à Sign, that we have too 
Jow and mean Thoughts of that, which is 
worthy of all Acceptation, Regard and 
Wonder; as well as that we have not, that 
Ingenuous and thankful Diſpoſition of Soul, 
* that the loving Kindneſs of GOD engages 
to. Do'ſt thou then find thy Affections 
* withdrawn from GOD; or, taken up with 
any Thing ſhort of Him, as their Reſt ? Ex- 
poſtulate the Caſe with thy ſelf. O my 
_ < unſtable, deceitful and treacherons Heart 
« haſt thou ſo ſoon forgot, what paſs d be- 
te tween GOD and thee? Didſt thou not 
& take Him for thy GOD, and that, with 
4 a moſt ſolemn Act of Dedication? 
< Maſt thou not brought to this Reſolu- 
L jution, that nothing ſhort of Him, ſhould 
& be acquieſc in, as a ſufficient Portion? 
4 And art thou, now, otherwiſe minded ? 
*, Are broken Ciſtern comparable to a Feun- 
* tain of living Water ? Walt thou take up 
AFIv | * with 
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* with the Shadow, and Appearance of 
KReſt, inſtead of the true and only One? 
& like Rehoboam (who inherited not his Fae 
© ther's Wiſdom, and Greatneſs of Spirit) 
7 for 1 Kings 14. 26, 27. When the Kin 
of Egypt plunder'd his Treaſury, and r 

«© away the Shields of Gold which Solomon bad 
made; he was well contented with brazen 
Shields, which he made in their ſtead- 
© Do'ſt thou fatisfy thy ſelf with Creature. 
. 1 Can they ſupply the Place 
4 of GOD? Or, Can'ſt thou ſay, I have e- 
< nough in them? And is not he, who hath 
&* dealt ſo bonntifully with thee, in Times 
&% % „ to be depended on, for the future, 
« tor all that thon ſhalt ſtand in Need of ? 
S Return then, to thy Reſt, O my Soul, © 
with, may be at Reſt in his own Mind. He has 
a Right to it, as a Privilege; the Work of 
| Grace in the Heart, is a good Ground of 
Hope, in as much as *tis an Evidence of his 
being in CHRIST : And has not ſuch an 
One, a Foundation for Peace ? A Believer 
5 not always walk with a dejected 


Countenanee; I may allude to the Words 
of Jonadab to Ammon, Why art thou, being 
the King"s Son, lean from Day to Day? Has 
CHRIST taken thee into his Family? And 
art thou always uneaſy, complaining, as tho 


His Froviſions were ſcanty, His Care abated, 0 


or His Bowels of Compaſſion” contracted- 


= 
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dr quite remov d? Why ſhould'ſt thou be 
like Hagar, weeping, as One diſpairing of 
Lie; when thou ſtandeſt, beſide the Wells 
of Salvation? Grace and Peace are good 
Campanions; Grace lays a firm Foundation 

for Peace; and Peace puts a Beauty and 
Luſtre upon Grace: One is the Seed- Time, 
the Other the Harveſt; ſo Pſalm 97. 17. 
Tight is ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs 
for the Upright in Heart. Notwithſtanding, 
we ſee them ſometimes ſeparated, GOD 
may have dealt bountifully with us, and 
we remain void of Reſt. This is, therefore, 
a Privilege, which we muſt look to GOD 
for; he only, who has a ſovereign Domi- 
nion over the Heart of Man, can give it 
Reſt; and if He has dealt ſo bountifully 
with us, in other Inſtances, will He not 
rant us that; which. is ſo neceſſary, i 

Order to our Converſing with Him, an 

Walking before Him, with Peace and 


Gladneſs of Heart ? 


1 6 3 | 1 
APPLICATION. 


» THE Application, which 1 ſhall make 
of the foregoing, Subject, ſhall be in three 
or four Things; which may be infer'd 
mea: the Toxte Gf: 
Firſt, IT it our indiſpenſable Duty, to 
converſe, and deal faithfully, with aur own 
Soxls. We ſhould ask our ſelves, POW 
| | | ea» 
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Meafure of Peace, and Reſt we enjoy; and 
upon what Grounds; how we came by it 3 
and what Effect it has on us. They, who 
neglect this Duty, are, for the moſt part; 
| bewilder'd ; Troubles and Fears over- 
Whelm them, like a Flood, and tho" they 
may go on ſafely, as being kept by the Power 
- of GOD, thro Faith unto Salvation ;, yet they 
meet with more than ordinary Difficul- 
nes in their Way. If we are Strangers to 
bur ſelves; we loſe the Sweetneſs and freſh 
Delights, that ariſe from former Experien - 
tes of the Grace of GOD; the rich Treaſure 
of Divine Bouaty lies bury'd in Oblivion, 
and we deny to GOD that Revenue of 
Praiſe which His Gondneſs calls for. Let 
us, therefore, ſtrictly and frequently . 
mine our ſelves, as ever we expect Reſt, 
Comfort in this World. Say then, © O my 
& Soul ! Can'ſt thou turn thine Eyes from 
te thoſe glitteringVanĩties, which, many ac- 
count their chief Good and Happineſs? 
&« Are thy Deſires fatisfy'd? thy Wants 
„ ſupply'd ? thy Joy falfilfd, by this one 
& Privilege in having GOD for thy Por- 
tion? Doſt thou reckon, that without 
Him, thou ſhould' ſt have nothing; but 
« in Him thou haſt all Things? Thus 
we are to enquire after the State, and 
Frame of our Souls, with regard to this 
Reſt, which they may have in GOD. _ 

Secondly, How miſerable are unconverted = 
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_ Difficulties, and have no Reſting Place to be- 


tate themſelves ta. The wicked are compar d 
in Ja. 57. 20. to the troubled Sea, when it 
cannot reſt, there's their Uneaſineſs; whoſe 
Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt, there's their 
Wickedneſs : Diſquietude in Sinners is 
not only tormenting to themſelves > but 


it has a tendency to ſtir up their Corrup- 
tions, whereby their Souls are, yet, more 


defiled. Sin firſt lyes as a heavy Weight 
on Conſcience, and then fills it with Rage 

ad Fury, againſt GOD ; which breaks 
forth in unbecoming Complaints, of the 
Rigour and Severity of His Dealings. O! 


„the inexpreſſible Miſery of ſuch, who find 


K 
% 


2 thing arm'd againſt em; they are 
perſu'd on all Sides, and have no Retreat; 


troubl'd and diſtreſs'd, and have no Reſt; 


hecauſe Strangers to the GOD of Reſt and 
—— ETON CIAL : | 
« Thirdly, How much do we aiſhonour GOD, 


and abuſe His great Bounty, when we give 


way to flaviſh Fear, and cannot be perſ1 waded 
to tale up our Reſt in Him. A Spirit of 
Bondage ill becomes the Heirs of Heavn, 
who have Liberty of Acceſs to GOD, as 


to a Father, plentiful Proviſion made for 


em here, and much greater Reſerves of 


. * — 


, 4 A 2 
WE have, already, conſider'd the inward, 
Workings of. Lois opirit, as it fills us with 
I. | a | E Uneca- 


Glory, hercatter. 
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Uneafineſs. And the Rea ſons aſſign'd for 
it are, either becauſe we were miſtaken 
and deceiv'd, when we thought we had an 
Intereſt in CHRIST, and His ſpecial Be- 
nefits : „ Or elſe, we are ready to conceive, 
there's ſome Change in the Divine Dealings 
with us; or, as we may truly ſay, we find a 
Change in our Behaviour towards GOD. 
1ſt. Art thou uneaſy, becauſe thou thinkeſ#, 
the Peace thou once hadſt, was not well-oround= 
ed. This calls for a Review, a ſtricter 
Enquiry into the Nature of it. Did it 
take its Riſe from ſome powerful Work, 
antecedently wrought in thine Heart, which 
carried in it the Impreſs of its Author, and 
even conſtrain'd thee to ſay, This is the Fin- 
ger of GOD? Was it {ucha "Work; as went 
AireQly contrary to the Biaſs and Dittates 
of corrupt Nature? Wer't thou then ſet 
againſt thy ſelf, even to a Deteſtation and 
Loathing? Did this put thee upon renoun- 
cing all Confidence in the Fleſh ;, and fixing it 
only in CHRIST ? Didſt thou take up thy 
Reſt here, and reſolve to ſeek 1 it no where 
elſe? This ſeems to carry in it ſomething 
more, than what carnal Reaſon would 
prompt thee to. Moreover, was that 
Peace, which once thou didſt enjoy, of a 
differing Nature, from that careleſs, in- 
different and ſecure Frame which thou hadſt 
when the Matter was out of Doubt, that 
thou wert in an unconverted State? One 
H 2 | was 


— 
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was a Peace in Sin; the other in believing: 
- The Former took its Riſe from the want 
of a due Senſe of thy Miſery ;, the Latter, 
From a ſecret Teſtimony of the Spirit of 
GOD, that thou wert a Child of GOD; 
that was attended with the Negle& of Holy 
Duties, or Formality in them ; but this 
with 2 Reſpedt to all his Commandments, and 
an Endeavour after the Spirituality and 
Life of Religion, in all the Exerciſes there- 
of. It may be, thou can'ſt ſay, thou veri- 
ly thought't, that thou waſt in CHRIST; 
and that, upon the ſtricteſt Search, and, 
What thou didſt then think, the cleareſt 
Evidence: Why ſhould'ſt thou ſuppoſe thy 
ſelf to have been miſtaken then, when the 
bright Side of the Cloud was turn'd to 
thee; and not miſtaken now, when thou 
ſeeſt nothing but the dark Side? How un- 
reaſonable, therefore, may thy Fears be; 
and what Diſhonour mayꝰſt thou bring to 
GOD thereby! 5 

2 2dly. Dof#t thou think, there is ſome Change 
in the Divine Dealings with thee. *Tis 
true, GO D gives no Account of His Matters: 
But we muſt have a Care of repreſenting 
Him mütable, like our ſelves; Hi, Gifts 
and Calling are without Repentance. If thou 
could'ſt ever ſay, thou waſt the Object of 
His Love; thou ought'ſt then to con- 
clude, that He will love thee to the End. 
The Heart of GOD is always Fe Jamo to 


\ 
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His People: Sometimes indeed, he may not 
cauſe His Face to ſhine upon us; but ſhall we 


from thence conclude, that He hates us; 
or, has not dealt bountifully with' us. Who 


would ſay, the Sun is of no Uſe to the 
Earth, becauſe the Wilderneſs is barren; 
or in Water there is no Appearance of 


Fruit ? Why ſhould'ſt thou think, hecanſe 


He has withdrawn Himſelf, that, therefore, 


He will neyer manifeſt Himſelf to thee? 
- Doſt thou not, herein, charge GOD ſooliſu- 


ly, and act unbecoming one, who has re- 
ceiv'd ſo much from the Fountain of His 
Mercy? | 


© 3dly. IT may be, there is a 8 i 
ſelf, which affords thee Ground of Fe ar, and. 


male thee Reſtleſs. Baſt thou not back- 


flidden from, and forgotten thy GOD; 


and can't thou expect: to walk comforta- 
bly, when thou doſt not walk - holily, and 
humbly with Him? If we would trace our 
flaviſh Fears, and Reſtleſsneſs of Spirit, 
from their Origaal ; we ſhall find; that 


we firſt grew remiſs in Duty, or follow'd 


the Courſe of this World, and became vain 
in our Imagidations, gave Way to Pride, 
and carnal Security; and then GOD with- 
drew His Comforts from us, hid His Face 


and we were troubled. Let us, therefore, re- 
member from whence we are fallen, and re- 
pent; and no longer carry our ſelves to-; 
wards Him, as Strangers, or Slaves; nor 


flee 
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lee from Him, as from an Enemy; ſince 
the Reaſon of all our Uneaſineſs 1 
our own Door. 1 . | 
Fourthly, WE ought to make a right Im- 
provement of Grace receiv'd, to quiet our Souls, 
under affiiftive Providences, Doth GOD fol- 
low us, with Loſſes and Afflictions in the 
World; whereby, what remains to us, is 
embitter' d? yet let none ſay, my Burthen is 
greater than I can bear; my weary'd Spi- 
rits are ready to faint, under the Hand of 
00D; for thou haſt a Reſt provided for 
thee, charge thy Soul to return to it. This 
1 may apply to thoſe of you who have loſt 
+a'near Relation; which has occaſion'd my 
preſent Meditations on this Subject; the 
Way for you, to quiet your Minds, under 
the Rebukes of Providence, is to ſay, O 
* my Soul! Why ſhould'f thou expect to 
c enjoy a full and laſting Satisfaction and 
_ -< Happineſs' in the Creature? if I have 
© Jooked: for much from it, it has been 
„ without Ground, and I have herein met 
with a Diſappointment: But do'ſt thou 
« wonder at it? Alas! This is not my 
Reſt; that is to be found only in GOD, 
c in whom it behoves me to put. my Truſt; 
«© and ſay ev'ry Thing is well done, becauſe 
« he doth it; I will ſay of him, Thou art 
«< my Refuge, ViL'comfort my ſelf in this, 
ce that whatever He takes from me, He wal 
not take away Himſelf; and whatever 
t . « Matter 
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« Matter of Uneaſineſs I have here, I ſhall 
cc have perfect Reſt with Him hereafter 3 
« where I ſhall meet with no ſuch Loſſes 
« and Trials as attend me here *. Let ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe, refteſh your Minds; la- 
bour after ſuch Acts of Faith, and In entire 
Reſignation to the diſpoſing Will of GOD. 
It is no ſmall Ground of Encouragement 
to you, when you have a good Hope, that 
your deceaſed Friends, who walk'd with 
Chriſt, in. Life, are at Reſt, with Him 
in Death. This, I think, none who knew 
Her, whoſe Death we lament, have any 
Reaſon to doubt of. Dying Saints are 
much more happy than us, in their apply- 
ing this Text to themſelves; all that we 
can ſay, is, that we can take up our Reſt 
in CBRIST, in an uneaſy World: But. 
they can ſay, © O my Soul! Go to thy 
Reſting-Place, tho' it be thro? the dark 
“ Valley of Death, yet thou ſhalt ſafely 
ce arrive there, where thou ſhalt have the 
« higheſt Occaſion, and the moſt enlarg'd 
« Affections, and a whole Eternity, in 
* which thou may'ſt proclaim how boun- 
&« tifully the Lord hath dealt with thee ”. 
If this be their happy State, let us rather 
be Followers of them, as they have been 
of CHRIST, that ſo we may have Reſt 
together with them, in His immediate 
Preſence. You may conclude, as ſure as 
you have Grace here, that you ſhall have 
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